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wings, much compressed bill, and short tarsi, render it very di- 
“stinct from Todirostrum, and this is certainly not its natural place. 
It seems to be more nearly allied to Tyrannulus and Elainia. 


42. PLATYRHYNCHUS CANCROMA (Licht.), Sclater, P. Z. S. 
1856, p. 295. 

Hab. S. Mexico, Cordova (Salle). 

I am not quite certain of the identity of this bird with the 
South American species. 


43. MIONECTES ASSIMILIS, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1859, p. 46: 
M. oleagineus, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, p. 296. 

Hab. S. Mexico, Cordova (Salle), and southwards to Guate- 
mala. 

Mus: P.L.S. 

I possess examples of all the above species except Muscivora 
mexicana, and Mexican specimens of all those I have marked as 
in my collection, upon the authenticity of which I can rely. My 
collection of Tyrannide now numbers nearly 400 examples, and I 
hope shortly to be able to publish a revision of the whole group. 


XLV.—Note on Pel’s Owl (Scotopelia peli). By Joun Henry 
Gurney, M.P., F.Z.S. 


(Plate XV.) 


Havine lately been most liberally presented with a living 
specimen of this extremely rare Owl by Colonel O’Connor, C.B. 
(Lieut.-Col. 1st W. I. Regt.), by whom it was recently brought 
from the River Gambia, I have requested Mr. Wolf to draw 
the bird from the life; and as the species has, I believe, not 
been previously figured, I trust that the accompanying Plate 
(P1. XV.) will prove an acceptable contribution to the pages of 
“The Ibis.” 

The late Prince C. L. Bonaparte, in p. 44 of his ‘ Conspectus 
Generum Avium, gives the following concise but comprehensive 
notice of this species :— 
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“ScoroPELIA*, Bp. Permagna : plume auriculares nulle : tarsi 
digitique nudi. 

“ Srrix Peri, Temm. Mus. Lugd. Figura nulla. Ex Ash- 
antee. Longit. 22 pollicar.: rufo-cinnamomea nigro undulata ; 
subtus dilutior, maculis nigris paucis : tarsis digitisque flavis.” 

This description applies very well to my specimen, except that 
the transverse markings on the upper part and the spots on the 
lower part of the bird are not of a true black, but are, more pro- 
perly speaking, of a dark brown, varying from the other portions 
of the plumage rather in intensity of hue than in actual dif- 
ference of colour. My specimen also differs from the descrip- 
tion in the ‘ Conspectus’ in the colour of the tarsi and feet, 
which are a dirty white wıth a tinge of bluish-pink. The talons 
are a very light horn-colour, with a tinge of dull blue. The 
cere is a bluish lead-colour, and darker than the talons. The 
bill is similar in colour to the cere, but much darker, except 
towards the tip. The irides are an extremely dark brown. The 
bill is very powerful, and more prominent than in most other 
Owls ; the talons are also of remarkably formidable dimensions. 

This Owl, since it has been in my possession, has evinced a 
tendency to nocturnal habits, seeking the shelter of a hollow 
tree, with which I have provided it, and seldom feeding much 
till the approach of twilight. The food which it has preferred 
since ıt has been in my keeping has consisted of rats and raw 
fish, of both of which it partakes freely. 

I understand that the bird is now in its second year. It is 
very tame, and has evidently been well cared for, as will be seen by 
the following interesting memorandum, with which Col. O’Con- 
nor has favoured me respecting it. It will be observed that the 
Owl is there spoken of under the name of “ Nero,” which it 
bore while in Col. O’Connor’s possession. The Eagle which is 
referred to in the memorandum was also most liberally pre- 


* The derivation of this curious generic name I believe to be oxóros 
caligo and meXeıa columba (with a covert allusion to the specific name),— 
although the formidable bill and talons of the bird give it anything but a 
dove-like appearance.—Ep. 
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sented to me by Col. O'Connor, but it having unfortunately 
died before I received it, I am unable to say to what species it 
belonged. 

With reference to the habitat of “ Ashantee ” assigned to this 
species by Prince C. L. Bonaparte, it is proper to observe, that 
Dr. Hartlaub, in his work ‘ On the Birds of West Africa” (p.18), 
refers to the specimen in the Leyden Museum as having been 
brought from Rio Boutry. Other specimens from the River 
Camma are mentioned in Mr. Cassin’s list of birds collected 
by M. Duchaillu, in the “Proceedings of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia” for the present year, p. 32. 
Besides these, the subject of the present notice is, I believe, the 
only other individual of this species the occurrence of which has 
as yet been recorded. The Barra Country, from which it was ob- 
tained, is stated in ‘ Fullarton’s Gazetteer’ to he “on the north 
bank of the Gambia, extending about 18 leagues along the coast, 
with a breadth of 14 leagues,” and is therefore considerably to 
the north of the localities from which the two previous specimens 
were obtained. 


Catton Hall, Norwich, 
27th Sept. 1859. 


Memorandum by Col. O’ Connor, C.B., Lieut.-Col. 1st W. I. Regt. 


“Sketch of Nero, the Owl, a ‘Feetish Bird,’ from the River 
Gambia, Western coast of Africa. 


“ During seven years’ exploration of Western Africa, I only 
met one of the species of the Owl ‘Nero. He was brought 
‘a chicken’ full of pen-feathers, or rather down, of a delicate 
straw-colour, and very thick, from a lagoon in the Barra Coun- 
try. No native would admit ‘Nero’ as a visitor; and when the 
bird was installed in Government House, the servants and head 
people came in a body to remonstrate, asserting ‘he was a Gumbi 
owl, a ‘ Feetish’!!!, and would destroy and kill whatever object 
he looked on.’ The chief groom (an old soldier, who had charge 
of the poultry) insisted that ‘every cock and hen would go dead.’ 
Strangely enough, an epidemic broke out, and carried off fifty to 
sixty head of fowls; and each day the groom placed the defunct 
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birds on the steps of Government House to meet the eye of 
Mrs. O’Connor, seeming to exult in the mortality amongst the 
feathered tribe. ‘You see wid your own eye, Missus, dat Debil 
Jumbi bird, he go kill all de fowls : Governor tink he hab long 
head, but he no sabey owl: suppose you put him in de stable, 
he see Nelly (Mrs. O’Connor’s favourite mare) ; de horse he go 
tumble down dead.” Death at last ceased to reign amongst 
the poultry population, and Nero became my principal pet; he 
ranged over the Piazza, perching on the branch of a tree ; he was 
fed regularly by the orderly on roasted fish, but he often came 
to the dinner-table and flew down for scraps of meat, bread-and- 
butter, which he took gently from myself or Mrs. O’Connor, per- 
mitting us to rub his head, crest, neck and back, seemingly en- 
joying the caressing. But he would snatch meat or bones from 
the cat or dog, and when the eagle was introduced into his 
company, he beat him in a most unmerciful manner away from 
his peculiar and original portion of the Piazza,—the eagle being 
one of the fiercest and most pugnacious of African birds, brought 
from the upper part of the Gambia River near ‘ Wallie, and, 
when in vigour, able to carry away a kid or small lamb. Nero 
luxuriated in a tub of water, frequently washing himself and 
perching on the rim until dry. He was wont to go out to the 
garden or fields, where instantly an immense commotion arose 
among all the birds: the larger ones flew round the owl, keep- 
ing avery civil distance—the smaller birds flew away ; but Nero 
treated both alike with sovereign contempt; he would return of 
his own accord to the roosting-place in the Piazza, and when put 
out and confined for some days, rejected all food, and pined until 
restored to his perch. With me he was as tame as any canary, 
and after an absence of two months recognized my voice when I 
went to his cage, at Oatlands (Devon), appearing much pleased 
by my taking him out for a walk on the grass. Many natives 
from the interior told me ‘ they had not seen such a bird before ; 
but they considered him unlucky.’ I really think Nero is nearly 
sans any relations, and certainly devoid of all friends in Western 
Africa. 
“L. S. O’Connor.” 


“St. Mark’s House, Jersey, 
Sept. 13, 1859.” 


M & N. Hanhart, Imp? 


Wolf, lilh 
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